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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINT, U. K. (N. I.) 

SUBJECT: SUNNINGDALE: IMPLEMENTATION WITHOUT 
RATIFICATION? 

FOLLOWING TRANSMITTED BY CONSULATE GENERAL BELFAST: 

BEGIN SUMMARY NI EXECUTIVE IS SEEKING FORMULA FOR 
IMPLEMENTING SUNNINGDALE WITH ACCEPTANCE OF NI 
PROTESTANTS. ONE IDEA SEEMS TO BE LIMITATION OF COUNCIL 
OF IRELAND'S EXECUTIVE FUNCTIONS TO TOKEN PROPORTIONS; 
ANOTHER IS TO SKIP FORMAL RATIFICATION CONFERENCE AND 
SIMPLY EXPAND GRADUALLY THE MEETINGS OF NI AND DUBLIN 
CABINET MINISTERS. PRO-ASSEMBLY UNIONISTS ARE SAID TO 
BE OPPOSED TO COUNCIL OE IRELAND BY STEALTH, WHILE SDLP 
LEADERSHIP, AWARE OF FAULKNER'S POLITICAL PROBLEMS, IS 
UNDER PRESSURE FROM OWN NO-SURRENDER MILITANTS. NEXT 
TEST FOR SUNNINGDALE WILL PROBABLY BE PUBLICATION OE LAW 
ENFORCEMENT COMMISSION REPORT. IF, AS RUMORED, IT 
REJECTS EXTRADITION, PRO-ASSEMBLY UNIONISTS WILL FIND IT 
EXTREMELY HARD TO SWALLOW. END SUMMARY 
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1 . NI EXECUTIVE IS SEEKING FORMULA FOR IMPLEMENTATION 
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OF SUNNINGDALE IN WAY ACCEPTABLE TO NI PROTESTANT 
MAJORITY. 

2. CHIEE EXECUTIVE BRIAN FAULKNER HAS RECENTLY 
REITERATED PUBLICLY HIS DESIRE THAT SUNNINGDALE BE FULLY 
IMPLEMENTED, CONTRARY TO VARIOUS RENEGOTIATION PROPOSALS 
FLOATING AROUND PRO-ASSEMBLY UNIONIST BACKBENCHES AND 
EVEN FRONTBENCHES. BUT HE POINTED OUT THAT "HEADS OF 
AGREEMENT" ON FUNCTIONS OF COUNCIL OF IRELAND HAVE YET 

TO BE AGREED BETWEEN EXECUTIVE AND DUBLIN GOVERNMENT. 

HE SEEMS TO HAVE IN MIND LIMITING EXECUTIVE POWERS TO 
TOKEN NUMBER OE OBVIOUSLY NON-CONTROVERSIAL MATTERS. 

3. ALLIANCE LEADERS HAVE SUGGESTED THAT FORMAL 
RATIFICATION OF SUNNINGDALE IS NOT NECESSARY, AND THAT 
PERIODIC MEETINGS OF EXECUTIVE AND DUBLIN CABINET COULD 
SERVE AS FIRST STAGE OF COUNCIL OF IRELAND, WHICH WOULD 
BE FORMALIZED AND STRENGTHENED AS PROTESTANT MAJORITY 
BECAME GRADUALLY ACCUSTOMED TO IT. FAULKNER IS SAID TO 
BE ATTRACTED TO THE IDEA, BUT SOME OF HIS BACKBENCHERS, 

AND ENVIRONMENT MINISTER ROY BRADEORD,REPORTEDLY REGARD 
IT AS TOO SNEAKY. (A SOURCE CLOSE TO EXECUTIVE TOLD US, 

IN SARCASTIC ALLUSION TO BRADFORD'S OPPORTUNISM, "HE HAS 
TWO OBJECTIONS TO THE PLAN - FIRST, THAT IT MOVES TOO 
FAST; AND SECOND, THAT IT DOESN'T MOVE FAST ENOUGH. ") 

4. SDLP'S EXECUTIVE MEMBERS STILL SAY THEY SIMPLY WANT 
FULL RATIFICATION OF SUNNINGDALE, BUT HAVE NOT COMMENTED 
PUBLICLY ON ABOVE FORMULAE. SAME SOURCE TOLD US SDLP 
LEADERSHIP UNDERSTANDS FAULKNER'S PROBLEMS AND ART OE 
POLITICAL COMPROMISE, BUT IS UNDER PRESSURE FROM OWN 
PARTY MILITANTS NOT TO GIVE AN INCH ON SUNNINGDALE. 

SOURCE SAYS PARTY MILITANTS HAVE NEVER HAD TO COMPROMISE, 

AND REALLY BELIEVE THAT FORMAL ESTABLISHMENT OE 
COUNCIL OF IRELAND WILL UNDERCUT REPUBLICAN 
VIOLENCE CAMPAIGN AND WIN CATHOLIC SUPPORT FOR 
POLICE, WHILE PROTESTANTS WIT T. GET USED TO IT AFTER 
A WHITE. 
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5. NEXT CRISIS ON SUNNINGDALE WILL PROBABLY BE 
NOT ASSEMBLY VOTE ON LOYALIST ANTI-SUNNINGDALE 
MOTION (WHICH HAS NOT BEEN SCHEDULED), BUT 
PUBLICATION OF LAW ENFORCEMENT COMMISSION REPORT. 

IF, AS RUMORED, IT REJECTS EXTRADITION, 

PRO-ASSEMBLY UNIONISTS WILL FIND IT EXTREMELY 
DIFFICULT TO SWALLOW. 
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